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KING ALFONSO WINS BOTH
PRESTIGE AND POPULARITYI

I

tits Recent Action in Cabi
net Crisis Wins Peoples
Approbation

What Advent of First Con
servative Cabinet Involves-

to Spanish Court

King AUwneos attitude ia con
on with Ute reset ministerial

at Madrid astonished people both
a tome and abread by the precocity
n ib it indicated and has served

r use both his prestige and his pop-
ularly For whew Soaor SagasU tender-
s resignation of his Liberal ad-

XBiTistraMoa at the beginning of Novem-

ber In consequence of irreconcilable dl-
fnvnces among his colleagues the
jouthful whe will not be
stvnteen until next May declined to

cU the Conservatives into council or

to intrust them m the formation of a
without a defeat of the Liberal

is to say the ministerial party In

T vrr since the time whoa Sputa was
with a constitutional form of

rovrmweal the invariable practice
M for the changes of the cabinet to

be rends at Madrid without any regard
to the majority ia the chamber of dep-
utes Administrations were dismissed
I crown or else resigned of their
c D accord either when they bad ceased
to enjoy the confidence and goodwill
of The monarch or else when by di-

visions among themselves they
further eooperatieB with

another in aa administration a matter
o impossibility When a cabinet went

of office the sovereign would call
one of the leaders of the oppofl-

ifitt to form aa administration
to the fact that he bad no-

gislatlve majority in the house That
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as a mere trifle for suasequsat ar-

rangement For ac e B aa the new
had formed Ms ministry he

at once proceed to ill all the offices
rjprially those in the provinces with
M friends and adherents and as soon
as this wee accomplished the general
eVotlon weald take place the new ap
pftintws maneuvering the latter in such
a fashion as to return aa

ministerial majority That has been
invariable custom

The parliamentary majority has always
Ion manufactured after the formation
cr the cabinet by artificial means in

to satisfy the needs of the admin
Is ration Instead of the latter being or
Einizod to conform with the require-
ments end views of the parliamentary
majority ia existence at the time of lie
t in intrusted with office It is this
knowledge and assurance that the par
lismentary polls would always show an
overwhelming majority for the

that happened to be in power
when the general election took place
that has exercised such a blighting

upon popular government ia
Spain
large and Important element of the
population from casting its ballots on
the ground that BO matter how one
voted the government would always
win King Alfonso eadeavoriag to re
form these methods and the Spanish
people at large are grateful to him for
the determined fight he has made to ac
omplish the end be bad in view For an
entire month he held out compelling
Sagaata to remain at the head of affairs
until at length the aged premier sus-

tained a defeat ia the eortos when the
monarch aeoeptod his resignation and
summoned the Conservatives to power
this being r believe the first instance
in Spanish history of a change of cabinet
following a ministerial defeat la the
cortex

The Kings Reasons
There were other reasons why the

King wee anxious te keep the Liberals
and especially Sagasta at the helm
HP knew that If be intrusted the forma-

tion of a cabinet to the Conservatives it
would Involve a general eleetloa which
in the present disturbed condition of the
kingdom is likely to lead to fresh popu-

lar outbreaks sad troubles The last
general election took place only a year
SFO and gave rise to rioting of a more
or lees sanguinary character throughout
the kingdom and Don Alfonso wee
auxious to preserve the country from be-

ing subjected to soother such trial He
therefore urged Senor SagasU
iRvor even at the cost of concessions

made to his foes to reconstruct a Liberal
abimt and the old premier who had

b u Qnee Christinas principal
during her regency sad to whom the

unn King had been bound by special
n g of affection cad regard since his
arlieet childhood made every possible

effort to satisfy Ma monarchs wishes
a tualljr ping to the length of offering
a portfolio to the dissident Conservative

HtT Romero
The lattors pretensioas however were

BU extreme especially with regard to
at ronage that the negotiations came to

IM tight sad alter having ex
tiid the sosptetoa and Illwill of his

ti followers by oflsrtag concessions
tu extreme radicals and the denun

of the tatter by Ms attempts to
tIring Conservatives Into his adminis-
tration managed to fort a cabinet that
inspired such universal lack of cone
I nee that It was sotaated last week in-

the cortex through the refusal of a
lure body of the Liberal party to vote
ia its favor

itvelaawaa thereupon summoned to the
palace sod has sow formed a Conserve

administration the first since King
Alfonso lies attained his majority and
in which Ute tares principal moatbers
are tenor Vlllaverde who is the mla
inter of linens Scoot Date the min-

ister of Justice said Oaaeral Linares
who was bail W M at the hauls
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for It served to keep a very
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of Santiago the minister of war Wore
sver the series has been dissolved and
a new general election ordered which
will take place about next April which
will give time to the ew

to so reorganise the entire system
of provincial government as to assure
RH overwhelming Conservative majority-
at the polls

Senor Silvelas Record

SeaerSIIvelas fortunately for the King
is one of the most honored sad sterJIru
figures ia the political lire of Spain lie
has much la common with French
exPremier and like
the latter has bees the leader of the bar
of his country sacrificing the larger
and most lucrative practice in Spain
when he accepted the premiership short-
ly after the war with this country He
severed his connection will the legal
profession on that occasion sot only
for the period that he was te remain in
once but also for the subsequent por
tion of Ills career oa grounds which
afford a remarkable Illustration of his
bighmindedaess and integrity The
reason which BO save for leaving the bar
was that the custom of expremiers aad
excabinet ministers Sparing as counsel
In court IK not calculated to promote
the Impartiality of judges r to Inspire
popular confidence Jw the latters strict
sense of Justice

All over the continent of Europe the
judges are subordinate to Ute

and depend upon the premier and
Upon the minister oC justice for their
promotion and distinctions of one kiwi
and another Now a judge knov log this
and finding among the counsel in his
court a lawyer who has already onus
held the office of cabinet minister and
who in likely to become a cabinet min-
ister again will naturally be tempted-
to earn the tatters goodwill grant-
ing decision u favor of the cause ho
represents At say rate any judgment
that the bench might deliver in favor
of Ute cause would be exposed to the

the
WakleekItoue eau

i

administra-
tion

govern-
ment

ray

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

¬

suspicion of partiality Senor Silvelas
action created an immense amount of
discussion at the time but was warmly
commended both at home and abroad-
as the setting of a singularly high
standard of honor In political life Ills
attitude in this however is In keeping
with the remainder of his career lie
as well as Senor Villa verdfc to whom
lie has now intrusted the treasury

preferred to resign their
In the Conservative cabinet of

I the late del Castillo ten years
ago rather than to be parties to the
policy of Don Romero Robledo then
minister of justice la hushing up the
scandals In connection with the extraor-
dinary corruption and dishonesty of
the municipality of Madrid notably of
the then mayor and political hoes Senor
Bosch an intimate friend and political
associate of Robledo

A Plot Recalled
On yet another occasion when a move

ment was organized by Robledo and
certain Conservative ministers to trans-
fer the regency from the young Kings
mother to his aunt the Infanta Isabella
on the ground that Christina was
foreigner and the princess entitled to
It as thu nearest of the grown up
Spanish born relatives of the King
Sllvelss declined to have anything to
do with the plot warned the Queen of
lie existence and brought the whole
affair to naught In feet his name
throughout the length and breadth of
Spain Is synonymous with everything
that Is honorable and loyal and as hitch
he commands the respect of all parties
even of his fees chief among whom Is
of course Romero Robledo the per-
sonification of all that IB most corrupt
in Spanish politics

Silvelas while he can be very elo-
quent Is as a rule rather cold concise
and sober of speech His manner though
courteous conveys an impression of re-

serve and hid distaste for everything
that is theatrical and showy is most pro
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nounced Thoroughly a master of him-

self he Is In consequence thereof well
qualified to act as the master of others
and while his policy is likely to prove
of a reactionary character It will at
any rate be one of action For he is
altogether opposed to Sagastas methods
of laisser slier of letting things
slide until they settle themselves of
compromise and of conciliation at all
cost According to hint the reins of
government must be kept well in hand
and the dominant note of his administra-
tion will be its vigor

Change for Weal or Woe

While the helm of the Spanish ship
of state is now in the hands of a pilot
poesessed of a much firmer grasp and
of more decision of character than
easygoing old SagasU the very per-

sonification of the Spanish maaaaa
it remains to be seen whether the
charge will be for the wool or for the
wee of the Iberian kingdom In the
first place the administration feels that
the political sympathies of the King
and of his mother are rather with the
Liberals than with the Conservatives-
At least that is the popular Inference
drawn from Don Alfonsos manifest re-

luctance to part with Sagasta Then
too the presence ef a Tory cabinet
in power will have the effect of remov
ing from the ultraradical and republi-
can wing of the Liberal party all that
restraint which had been imposed upon
its antidynastic aspirations by the fact
that the Liberals were In smce and
Sagaata at the head of affairs la Cata-

lonia especially the republican
and the home rule agitation are

certain to become more acute than
heretofore since the people of this the
manufacturing and industrial province
par excellence that they have
less to hope ir the way of concession
from Silvelas thou from Sagasta and
that they are certain to be treated with
greater rigor and held ia check with-
a far sterner hand

The entire anticlerical element will
also be arrayed against the government
that anticlerical element which styles
Itself the National Union cad la defer-
ence to the demands of which the Sagas
ta government enacted last summer that
sweeping decree for the regulation of re
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holiday

stock of handkerchiefs
bought and offered at 33
per cent less than regular
quotations On sale tomor

tables as follows

Four for SOc
A monster table full at Eleventh

Street entrance None worth kv
lEe each many worth more

Choice for 13e each or 50c for four
in Cliristmac box

Three for SOc
by G Street door turn

slinq to your right for tiiit table
fun of 25c to 35 values at ISo oaofa

or 50e for throe in box suitable for
procontation

for J
None of thorn intended to retail at

Ulan ftOe some are worth more
Choke for 35c or three in box for

1 In main aisle facing G Street
cntran-

coI

Tho judge of fine Handkerchiefs
wilt lw t of 75c

at only 50c each or 1 for
two in attractive box Main aisle

for J48
Those who beet know what a 1

Handkerchief should be will beet ap

box for 14S

Two for 178
The French Handkerchiefs milady

of fashion would not IMJ

They and reckoned worth 125 Theee
at each or 178 for two Main
aisle

THE PALAIS ROYAL-

A Lisner
G and 11th Streets

IMPORTERS

row morning on special
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Two for J
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ligious schools and religious education-
a blow In fact at the religious of
the kingdom The decree WM signed
But inasmuch as SIlYel and the

bitterly opposed it In
cerise it is doubtful whether now that
they are in office they win apply the
taw

of Clergy
Then there Is the aaeatlon of the

wholesale suppression of archbtshoprici
and bishoprics on the score of economy
and the taxation of the religious orders
to which the late government stood com-
muted in deference to popular clamor
fart to which the present administration
has expressed Itself as opposed

These are but a few of the popular
sues which are certain to develop at

stage Into sources of popular
disturbances and risings against the gov-
ernment and possibly also against the
throne The sentiment at the present
moment la Spain Is overwhelmingly In
favor of admlnistralve and economic

of progress of decentralisa-
in one word of literalism And

H a Conservative government
that Is In power for no other reason than
that the Liberals are so divided am
themselves so rent asunder Into rival
factions as to render their eoattonaaee-
ia office for the moment impossible Add
te these elements of discordance Romero
Robledo and his fellow dissident

who openly avow their
for their party such aa it is to

the dynasty and who are bitterly
to Silvelas and General Weyler

of war feels that he bas missed his
chance of becoming a military dictatorsod is ripe for Mischief and yon findthat the outlook In Spain is singularlystormy cad threatening both for the

KXATTACZ1B

REFUND DUTY OH COAL-
A measure relative to the coal

lent has been introduced ia the
The bill is by Representative mil
Connecticut and provides that there
shall be allowed sod paid under such
regulations as the Secretary of the
Treasury shall prescribe on all coal ofevery kind and form Imported into any
port on the Atlantic Coast a drawback
of the import duties paid to and including the 30th day of June 1903
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The Annoyance of the Last
Days

tsad to

Yon Are Tired oi Shopping
Been looking about U find the store where you can purchase that

Diamond at the best price We will spare you the trouble sad

Guarantee to Save You Twenty Per Cut
When Purchasing Diamonds

Back IF YOU GAHB1SPBOVE THIS STATfMfNT

Pearl Brooches with Diamond Centers 10 to ffS
Immense ek of Diamond Brooehea with angle Dfekoml

Centers from 10 to 75
of Diamond dorter Brooehea from 25 te fill

Solitaire Diamond Hinge frora 5 to ftjBM
Chides Diamond Rinjc to 901
Ladies Solid 34karst told American BtfawasdnH1

hem 15 to 125

Gentlemen Solid I5 karml CWd American Slewia W bos
from 25 to 100

Ladies acidfilled Ameriem Sterawiufer WM fit to 18-

Gentlemens OoWftlW American Steawgafcr Wk iron
fiO UfS5 A-

S li4 Silver SteKwimfer Wtfebes from 5 p

OPEN EVENINGS UNTIL XMAS
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Prom
New Yorks leading publish-
er Books made to sell up
to 1 at 15c and 25c for
choice Ready tomorrow
morning on great tables nea r
llth street door

Choice of 10M dWoreat titles among
which am The Hornets Nest A Scare
Little Quakeress Miss Lou Peg W

Burglars A Hose of a Hundred Leaves
Love for aa liner Is Love Forever

TUes of Cupid A Colony of Girls
A Young Otrls Elsie Dtnsmorc
Master of His Pate Mildred Keith Be-

side the Brier Bush Charm sad
Courtesy ia Letter Writing Aurora
Leigh His Somber Rival Barriers

Away The Observations of Henry
The Bow of Orange Ribbon Philip
Brooks Addresses Lotus Age of
Fable Alice in Wonderland Beulah
Bitter Sweet Blltbedale Romance Boat
Club Bracebridge Hall Count of Monte
Crtsto Craaford Descent of Man

Don Quixote English Orphans Brt
Train Boy Grimm try Tales

Travels Hardy Norseman In the
Golden Days Iranboe John Halifax
Lamplighter Knight Errant Lorna
Doone Marble Faun Prose Tales
Queechy Romance of Two Worlds

Chiefs Taking Manila Tangiewood
Tales Uncle Toms Cabin Young Ac-
robats The Light of Scartbey Free Joe
The Continental Dragoons The Cigarette
Makers Romance Ashes of Empire A

Puritans Wife A Fair Barbaran The
Great K A Train Robbery American
Wives and English Husbands Simon
Dale The Herb Moon Bona venture A
Story of Louisiana The Rudder Grange
Under the Great Bear The Last Meeting
Abbe Constaatin Esops Fables Black
Beauty Black Rock Dream Life Evan
Kelihe Flower Fables Hiawatha Inez
Prue and 1 Lucille Palmer Coxs
Brownie Book Whittiers Poems all the
poets and classics
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